
Progress at KMTI
In the beginning of 2015, we are off to a great start as all new classes are overflowing with
many new students eager to learn. Our degree class is proving to be a great blessing to our grad-
uates, giving them new tools to work with in their different ministries. 

This month I will share with you one of the opportunities that has been given to us with
Youth Venture teaching, KMTI director George Wafula will share some of the cultural
changes we are seeing in the lives of the KMTI graduates, and I will let you know of some
definite needs KMTI has currently as our buildings are aging and in need of major
repairs.

YOUTH VENTURE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In 2005 Pastor Mark Hoffman from Foothills church in El Cajon, California, came to Kenya and
shared at a conference about the vision of reaching the next generation through Bible clubs in
public and private schools. Pastor David Kibet, a KMTI graduate, attended that conference, got
the vision for these clubs, and began them in the area of Eldoret where he was overseeing a
number of churches.  He started in one primary school where they began reaching young people
ages 9-16. The results were simply overwhelming in the result that was being seen in these
schools! The great changes in the student’s lives have opened many doors in both primary and
secondary schools with the headmasters. 

Currently Pastor David Kibet and Pastor Felix have over 100 pastors and teachers involved
with Youth Venture clubs in schools and churches every week that reach over 10,000 young
people. It is truly making a difference in Kenya’s next generation! After training 27 pastors in
the degree class in Kenya and over 50 pastors and teachers in Uganda, they have set a goal to
reach over  5,000 additional kids in schools and church neighborhoods every week this year. 

A large church organization in Eldoret has invited  the Youth Venture team to train their youth
workers with Youth Venture materials in May. We have been given a great opportunity to reach
the next generation in Kenya whose population of 40 million consists of 60% young people
under the age of sixteen. So we have the potential opportunity to influence 24 million
through Youth Venture since the program is using many KMTI graduates as its teachers.

GOD’S WORD TAKES THE PLACE OF CULTURAL TRADITIONS
BY GEORGE WAFULA

The world is made up of many nations, tribes, and cultures. The Luhya people and especially
the Bukusu from western Kenya have a strange tradition of circumcision. The practice is car-
ried out every August of every even year. For them becoming a man should not be an easy thing.
The young men between 14 and 16 years of age, who are about to face the knife, go through a
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week-long, tortuous exercise before they are circumcised by a special traditional man with a traditional
knife dedicated to that work. 

The young men to be circumcised will visit all the relatives, dancing with bells on and wearing only short
pants while singing traditional songs. All relatives are required to give them something—money, food, or
a live animal. On the night before the circumcision, all the relatives gather in the home where the young
men will be circumcised. An animal is slaughtered and part of the intestines of either the cow or goat is
hanged on the neck of the candidates. They take cow dung and smear it all over the boy’s body. The candi-
date dances with the meat on his neck the whole night without sleeping. The candidate is only allowed to
put on short pants and nothing else. Traditional songs, which are very obscene, are sung to encourage the
candidate to be courageous.

The morning of the circumcision, the candidate is taken on foot to the river, which might be five or more
kilometers from his home, to be washed. From there he is taken to a special swampy place where they
remove all his clothes and smear his whole body with mud. They believe this has some numbing effect on
the candidate. During this time, the uncle is allowed to slap him four times and tell him that he should not
bring shame to his relatives by crying or moving his body while they circumcise him.

The candidate begins his long journey, still naked, back home to a jeering crowd. When he arrives home,
the relatives, neighbors, and friends will be awaiting him. The circumciser, who will have been paid money
by the family, will be warming up by putting on very scary clothing to harden the boy (see pic at upper
left). If the candidate was rude to his parents or other relatives, the circumciser will be told to take his time
and not be in a hurry. He will cut the foreskin and wait for a few minutes to continue the exercise. The can-
didate will be told to endure the pain as a man and not blink his eyes or move his body, or otherwise he will
be beaten. After the circumcision, the candidate is given some gifts by the people who came to witness it. He
is then taken to the house where the circumciser enters him into terrible covenants. The boys are told that
now they are men, and after they have healed, they need to be champions by upholding the traditions of
the fathers, practicing adultery with any women, and marrying many wives. These covenants have devas-
tating effects on many of them unless they come to Christ. We have also had cases of young boys infected
with HIV/AIDS because the knives were not sterilized and the circumcisers were not trained.

I went through all that at age 15 before I knew Christ. When I came to Christ, I discovered the truth, I was
redeemed from all those curses, and I helped my two younger brothers to get circumcised in the hospital.
This month I circumcised my son Larry (see pic at left) in the hospital at age 11. My son loves the Lord,
and together as a family we have decided to be the change and the light that we desire to see in our
society. As the gospel is being preached and lives being transformed, I am seeing more and more people
take their children to the hospital. It’s true the gospel is growing and bearing fruit all over the world. Glory
to God!                                                                                                    —George Wafula, KMTI director

KMTI FACILITY NEEDS

After twenty years our campus has developed a real need to have some major repairs done. Over the next six
months I need to raise $20,000 for current and future repairs. Please consider helping to keep the facility
up, which is a testimony of excellence to all those who come in contact with KMTI.

A Final Word from Larry

Thanks for all you do in helping us at KMTI and UMTI. It makes all the difference in the world for the great
people of Kenya and Uganda! 

Peace and blessings,     
—Larry
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