
“Teach these great truths to trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass them on to others” 

2 Timothy 2:2 (Amplified).
Bob and Dee Vande Brake
3804 S. Poplar Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

FIRST KAPCHORWA
GRADUATION

As Eric and I snaked our way up the side of Mt Elgon in Uganda, we were
struck by the overwhelming beauty of God’s creation. We passed numerous
waterfalls as we progressed up the mountain to the road’s end at Kapchorwa,
a city the 21st century has yet to touch. The hotel was on the edge of a cliff
looking out toward the Nile River and the vast Ugandan plains. The town of
about 40,000 people rests on the equator at 7,000 ft above sea level. It had
been cold, and most of the class of pastors were uncomfortable with the lack
of heat and electricity. Behind our classroom the huge volcano reaches up another
8,000 feet to its lifeless summit. If I had ever been at the end of the road, it was in
Kapchorwa.

However, God’s Spirit is moving in Kachorwa! Today we graduate our first
class of pastors and present them with their diplomas. It had been a busy two days.
Eric (our son) and I had conducted a marriage seminar class in an area where
female circumcision is still common. (Needless to say, most of these questions had
not been discussed in his Masters Degree program.) It was amazing to see pastors
looking at their culture in the light of the word of God. No one had taught them the
Word before our school opened. They were marking their Bibles so they could teach
their congregations. The night before the graduation, we hosted 120 local pastors
and bishops for snacks and an informational seminar on our school. We had to hold
a flashlight for each other to have enough light to read the Bible. (There was only
one bulb in the back of the building running off a generator—no one was able to
find another bulb.) Over 15 new pastors agreed to start in the next class after
Larry’s bishop friend told them of the need for education so the Kingdom of God
could reign in Kachorwa.

On Saturday, friends and families of the students gathered to celebrate the
culmination of their two years of study. As the class received their diplomas, all
acknowledged the Lord had touched them in a life changing way. While there, we
started a pastor’s library so the pastors can pursue their study of the Word. In
October, Dee and I will be back in Kapchorwa to meet with the key bishops and
leaders as we finish the library project. It feels so exhilarating to be in the will of
God that you don’t even miss electricity!

JUNE 2012

Bob with his son Eric

Orphans at the school

Class graduates in Kapchorwa
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PRAYER 
REQUESTS

1. My sister Linda who has 
cancer
2. Funding for the business 
projects in Kenya
3. Safe trip for Larry and Cheri
back to Kenya in June
5. Pray the terrorist attacks stop
in Kenya
6. Dee and I will remain strong
for the trip this fall

New brick machine

AT THE DISTRICT CHIEF’S HOUSE
After teaching in George Wafula’s church, Eric and I were invited to the District Chief’s

home for lunch. The chief is like a governor of a district but with more power. He represents
the president of Kenya to the 40,000 people in his very rural (some would say way-out-in-
the-bush) district. He has six soldiers (like secret service) to afford him security around the
clock. He functions as the mayor, sheriff, and judge in his district. 

As we entered his home he told us: “This is an historic day for us.” (I did feel I had a
good message in church but not anywhere close to historic.) Eric and I waited for him to
explain: “This is the first time white men have been in my home. People do not care about
our remote area, so we do not have many visitors.” It was hard to believe that in 2012 we
were the first to visit his home. (As a note of information, this area is where we have helped
fund a number of businesses after electricity reached this district, so the chief was familiar
with our projects.)

After Derrel Fortner did a business presentation during our trip in February, the chief
organized a new NGO to help facilitate business startups in his district. He asked us to come
back in October to meet with those wanting to start small businesses. This summer we
agreed to fund seven new business start ups before we return in October. They include:
four chicken farms for pastors without work, a welding business (purchased the machine),
dress shop, and a battery charging shop. (Only a few have electricity so most people have a
car battery that runs a few lights and maybe a radio. Every week they have to take the bat-
tery about 30 miles round trip to pay to have it charged). I feel the Lord’s anointing on this
project and will be helping as much as possible. The Lord says we will know the times and
seasons—maybe He has given me favor with these 40,000 people to be an agent of
change for them.

HOW A SMALL SEED MULTIPLIES
Many of you have been helping Dee and I feed and provide school supplies for a group

of orphans that live in Wycliffe’s home (23 at the present time). During our visit in February,
his son presented a business project to Derrel and myself. He asked us to fund a brick mak-
ing machine, which would make a block that interlocked and did not need cement to lay the
blocks. (It is amazing but someone had given me a gift to buy a brick machine during my
previous illness, and I had not yet been able to purchase one.) So I had wired them the funds
in April, and we watched it produce blocks during our visit. It will employ 10 to 12 men when
fully operational. (Six to make the blocks, one to sell retail, and four or five to build the
houses and schools.) All these jobs will be created for a $1,200 investment. I call this a
30-, 60-, and 100-fold increase!

A FINAL WORD
It was so fulfilling for our son Eric to go with me on this trip. Eric had an opportunity

to teach marriage and family to pastors in Uganda and Nakuru, Kenya. In total we
worked with over 200 pastors. It was really great to work as a team.
I picked a few key events to discuss now but will write more in a six
month update the end of June. We want to thank you for your prayers
and gifts. God has opened up a wide door for ministry with the chief and
his district and we trust the Lord to speak to you about helping us with
this business and humanitarian project. God bless for all your support.

—Bob and Dee Vande Brake

Eric teaching pastors in Nakuru


