
“Teach these great truths to trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass them on to others” 

2 Timothy 2:2 (Amplified).
Bob and Dee Vande Brake
3804 S. Poplar Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

BANANA PROJECT: 
“A BIRD’S NEST ON THE GROUND”

England brought many proverbs and sayings to its colonies. One of the
favorites still used in the United States and Kenya is: “It is a bird’s nest on the
ground.” Most of the time we look for complex methods to lift families out of
poverty, rather than God’s simple economic plans.

Now the Lord God planted a garden in the east, in Eden: and there he
put the man he had formed. And the Lord made all kinds of trees [one
I think was a banana plant] grow out of the ground—trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food (Genesis 2:8).

In the last 60 days we have been able to fund 40 banana groves for pastors and
church leaders in western Kenya. This will move forty families out of poverty in a
region with 70% unemployment. They will be able to provide school fees and daily
necessities for their children. 

In the Kenyan bush, the population is spread out over a large area that is mainly
used for grazing. Most families have access to a plot of land which they can use to grow
bananas both to consume and to sell. When China announced their plans to locate a
banana processing plant close to George’s church, it was our “bird’s nest on the
ground.” All we had to do was follow the Bible.

The Lord took the man and put him in the garden to work it and take care
of it (Genesis 2:15).

Note the two key words in this passage: 1) To work it, and 2) to take care of it. God
tells us that if we care for and tend to His creation, it will provide for us. We have many
who wanted to work and care for the Lord’s bananas, but they just lacked the seeds. They
want to thank you for providing the seeds (banana plants) so they can care for them.

Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread and food will also sup-
ply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness . . . so that you can be generous on every occasion
(2 Corinthians 9:10-11).
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Michael Wamalwa inside the green house

where they raise tomatoes to sell to super-

markets in Bungoma. Forty-two families are

involved in the tomato co-op.

Beatrice Wamalwa enjoys her banana plants.

Through this project she has been able to help

a number of widows and orphans who stay in

her home. She believes she has been blessed

to be a blessing. Fifty families have been

involved with this project.
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CONTACT INFO
E-mail: rjvandebrake@gmail.com
website: www.RobertVandeBrake.com
Phone: 918-449-1348

For tax deductible contributions, mail a check
to I.O.M. at the following address and please

add a note that the contribution is 
for Bob Vande Brake

International Outreach Ministries
P.O. Box 2140, McComb MS 39649
E-mail: IOM@POBox.com
Phone: 601-684-0558

Prayer Requests
1. Larry’s health
2. Travel for team in Nov.
3. Funds for business grants
4. First four-year graduation

THE ECONOMICS OF THE BIBLE
When I return to Kenya in November, I will be teaching a class in our four year school on

the “Economics of the Bible.” The goal will be that every graduate will know how to plant and
work in God’s garden. We hope to be able to pro-
vide a small business grant that will enable the 30
graduates to start a family business. I say family
because everyone works in a Kenyan family. You

would be amazed at the detail in
the Bible on business and busi-
ness principles. I am going to see
the new Chinese chicken plant
and site of the future banana pro-
cessing plant. (Pictures coming
later in December when we
return to the USA.) 

FIRST FOUR-YEAR DEGREE GRADUATION
Please pray for our team on December 6th. We will have several members of the KMTI

team at the campus for the first (Kenyan accredited) four-year BS degree graduation.
Attending from the US will be LeRoy Curtis (founder of KMTI), Larry Neese (current director of
KMTI), Michael McCarty Jr. (Director of IOM), Gary Henley (former IOM director and current
board member) Bob VandeBrake (team member and director of UMTI), Chuck Bass (mission-
ary to Africa). Since LeRoy first had the vision to develop a school to train pastors with lim-
ited education, KMTI/UMTI have graduated over 1,700 pastors from the two-year diploma
program. 

THE LAST WORD
Dee and I want to send a “big

banana” thank you for everyone that gave
gifts to start the banana groves. We were
able to fund 40 families. It’s never too late
to help. We are praying that we will be
able to provide funding for each pastor
(30) that graduates from our four-year
school in November. That will take
$4,500.  The total new business starts for
2014 will reach close to 80. 

Please pray for an uneventful (the
kind we like) trip to Kenya in November.
We are asking the Lord to keep the airports open (especially for our return flights) and for the
Lord to stop the spread of Ebola.

God’s richest blessings!
—Bob and Dee Vande Brake

George Wafula teaching in Uganda

2014 Nakuru graduation with 52 students

Dee in the new computer lab at KMTI
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