
“Teach these great truths to trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass them on to others” 

2 Timothy 2:2 (Amplified).
Bob and Dee Vande Brake
3804 S. Poplar Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

IT TOOK THREE...
It seems like yesterday, but it was September 1, 1963. Dee and I were standing in

an old country church (one our great grandfathers had help found on the Iowa
Prairie) exchanging our wedding vows. I met Dee at an 8th grade dance the spring
of 1958. She was in the last class of students that attended a country one-room school
(Little House on the Prairie style). When I saw her I knew she was the one. I was
blinded by her beauty at the age of fourteen.  

At nineteen we didn’t have a clue about being married or the path we would fol-
low; we were in love, and love was all you needed...  On our 5th anniversary we were
still singing along to the Beatles “Love Is All You Need.” By our 10th anniversary we
realized it took three to make a lasting marriage. It was the love of Jesus that we
needed. So the Beatles were close, love is all you need—if it is the love of Christ. To
tie up this love story, it is enough to say that soon after our wedding the church
burned to the ground, but 50 years later we are still singing “Love Is All You
Need.” And I am still blinded by the beauty of Christ in Dee’s life.

UGANDAN SCHOOL REPORT
BY LARRY NEESE

Bob VandeBrake has been doing a great job in developing the Ugandan
schools and seeing a number of the graduates start small businesses that will
help support their families. New classes have started after our first graduation
in Kapchorwa. He is assisted by Pastor Gabriel Thuku (see pic at bottom right),
who graduated from our first class in 1999 and has been a great blessing to the
Ugandan people for over 20 years. 

Gabriel has had a tremendous influence on the pastors in Uganda by demon-
strating through his actions that a pastor needs to work as well as preach. He operates
a business that employs Ugandans who build furniture needed in Uganda. 

—Larry Neese

A SEED IS JUST A SEED UNTIL PLANTED
BY GEORGE WAFULA

I am sending you a picture of one of the men who attended your business sem-
inar at our church (see pic on next page). He was among the lucky people who got
1,000ksh ($15) from you for his small business idea. His idea was to plant tomato
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CONTACT INFO
E-mail: rjvandebrake@gmail.com
website: www.RobertVandeBrake.com
Phone: 918-449-1348

For tax deductible contributions, mail a check
to I.O.M. at the following address and please

add a note that the contribution is 
for Bob Vande Brake

International Outreach Ministries
P.O. Box 2140, McComb MS 39649
E-mail: IOM@POBox.com
Phone: 601-684-0558

PRAYER REQUESTS
1. Sponsors for new 4-year
students from Uganda

2.  For the Lord to hold Bob
and Larry’s bodies together

3.  Kenya’s newly elected
President 

4.  Pastor Chris can finish
the roof on his church

5.  Donations  for our
orphans and new busi-
nesses

seeds. He went and purchased the seed and twine
(to tie them up). When the rainy season started, he
planted the seed. Right now he is beginning the
harvest. He expects at least 25,000 ksh ($375) for
his crop. He is glad he attended the seminar. This
small investment in seed will send his children
to school for a year and make a real difference
in his family. 

The chief reports that the rest of the people
who received the 1,000 ksh grant are doing well with their startups too. I will send you more
pictures when I visit them. This is what I call seed faith—you have faith in the seed, you work
the soil and plant the seed, and God gives the increase. Tell me this isn’t fun!  

—George Wafula

AUTUMN PLANS
I will be returning to Uganda later this fall to teach our classes in Mukono

and Kapchorwa. It will be great to interact with the pastors and enjoy the great beans
at Noah’s Ark Café in Kapchorwa (best beans in East Africa). Later in the trip we will
spend several days in Kenya working with the orphans (Wycliffe) and the new busi-
nesses that have been started this year.

George will hold a second business seminar to teach basic accounting and mar-
keting. The accounting section is basically “Don’t eat your entire inventory.” This year
has seen our largest increase in business starts. This year to date we have funded 20

chicken operations, 10 banana groves (see pic at right), a barber shop, welding busi-
ness, used clothing store, battery charging business (large car batteries that provide elec-
tricity for a light and radio at home), and a general truck farm. I will be sending a complete
business report with pictures later this fall (after our 50th anniversary honeymoon).

THE LAST WORD
Dee and I want to thank you for your love and support over the last 50 years. A few of you

knew us before we were married, others intersected somewhere along the 50-year timeline. We
thank God for all the memories.  

Pray for me as I prepare to leave this fall for East Africa. I have had ongoing serious pain
from advanced arthritis and need to adjust my pain regimen before leaving.  In 1971 we heard
a then young, Andre Crouch sing about our future walk with Christ:

I thank God for the mountains, and I thank him for the valleys,
I thank him for the storms He brought me through.
For if I’d never had a problem, I would not know God could solve them, 
I’d never know what faith in God could do.

Through it all—the good times and the bad—the Lord was with us every step of the
journey!      

—Bob and Dee Vande Brake

Banana grove


