
“Teach these great truths to trustworthy men who will, in turn, pass them on to others” 

2 Timothy 2:2 (Amplified).
Bob and Dee Vande Brake
3804 S. Poplar Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011

WESTERN UGANDA

January 14 found us in Amsterdam waiting for our plane to be de-iced, delay-
ing us for two hours on our trip to East Africa. Charlie and Kim Morgan were trav-
eling with us so Charlie could teach inductive Bible study to our UMTI classes
in Mukono and Kapchorwa. Due to the ice delay, Kenya Airways held the flight for
us in Nairobi. The last time Charlie flew from Nairobi to Entebbe, he did not see
his luggage for five days. With the delay and tight plane change, Dee and I did not
relish looking ahead to the smell of five-day-old t-shirts. But God, ever mindful of
the heat and sweat of five-day-old t-shirts on husbands, had mercy on Dee and
Kim, and all the luggage came down the conveyer belt in Entebbe.

Charlie took the lead on the first leg of the trip. He wanted me to meet a group of pas-
tors in Ft. Portal, close to the boarder of the Congo (see picture at right). They had consid-
ered the possibility of starting a UMTI Bible school in their area. The nearest Bible school is
a seven-hour drive to the capital of Kampala. I was very pleased to see a large volcano behind
Ft. Portal (volcanos equal elevation & cool weather on the equator). This group of pastors
is working together as a team to plant churches in western Uganda. They personally dis-
ciple each man who will plant a church.

After the meeting we drove north to the small town of Mabaale, near Lake Albert and
the new Ugandan oil fields. A group of churches and individuals in Tulsa have been devel-
oping a school, orphanage, and businesses around Pastor Francis’ church. Pastor Francis is
one of the leaders of the group we met in Ft. Portal. There are more than 200 orphans on the
campus and 450 children in school. Bobby and Marsha Baker (former youth pastors in
Tulsa) are currently in Mabaale developing a plan to bring the remaining 500 orphans in
the town under the care of the Tulsa ministry (Bless the Children Ministries). Dee and I (with
your gifts) have been funding the salaries of two Ugandans to implement this further devel-
opment (see Luke’s picture at right). It was refreshing to spend time with Luke and Richard
discussing business and administrative plans. Both men have a master’s degree in busi-
ness—one in human resources and the other in business administration. We were also able
to use some of your gifts to buy a block making machine, which will help with the con-
struction of a hospital and additional orphan homes. Dee and Kim ministered to the house
mothers and loved on the orphans (see picture at right).  

MUKONO AND KAPCHORWA
After four days without electricity and taking showers by pouring water over our heads

with a big cup, we were ready to head to Mukono for our UMTI class. After 10 hours (we spent
four hours getting the truck repaired) of dust and Ugandan roads, we arrived in Mukono.
Charlie thought Mukono could not possibly be Africa because we had hot water, shower, elec-
tricity, and even TV. The two schools are growing by leaps and bounds. In Mukono there
were more than 50 pastors in the inductive Bible study seminar. Kapchorwa was con-
ducting the first quarter with a new class of 25 pastors. Charlie’s teaching was so good
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Luke (one of the men we support) with Dee and I
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PRAYER REQUESTS
1. Wisdom about a pastor’s school
in western Uganda.
2. For Wycliffe’s heath and 
ministry
3. Pray the chief continues to sup-
port our efforts
4. Good health for Larry and Cheri
as they return to Kenya
5. The success of KMTI’s degree
program

that the class had a ceremony granting us teaching status in the tribe. ( At least we think that was it—
we are not entirely certain what all the ceremony involved, but it was very formal.) 

DISTRICT CHIEF PROTUS KUTORE- 
A MAN COMMITTED TO HIS PEOPLE

It was going to be an exciting day for Dee and I. District Chief Protus Kutore had invited me to
conduct a seminar on starting small businesses that would support a family. He wants to see his
area lifted out of poverty so he had invited about 100 people to the seminar. These were the families
he felt had the best chance of success. He had set up an NGO called Ebenezer Group (meaning we have
come this far) to oversee and fund the new businesses. In 2012 we provided funds for Ebenezer Group
to start four chicken farms. 

As we drove to the seminar, George stopped at one of the chicken farms for us to see the progress
made over the last seven months. Pastor Nelson and his wife, Ann, have been so successful that they
were buying a milk cow with the profits to date. Ann took us into their one room home where the fam-
ily gathered to serve us chicken at 10:00 AM. To my surprise she placed an entire whole chicken on my
plate (boiled in its own juice). It soon became apparent the only forks we were going to use were the
ten God gave us, so I began to tear apart the bird in my bowl. Pastor Nelson’s family was living the good
life with enough to eat and share with those that had helped them. It was a real honor to be in their
home, and I ate Kuku for our supporters who provided the funds for Pastor Nelson and his family. (I
had to eat for you as we had already eaten two breakfasts on the way to the farm. If you visit a Kenyan
home you are going to break bread—no excuses taken!)

I have come to the conclusion that most Kenyans feel they need to wait until they have all the
funds needed in order to start a venture with 10 employees and one million in sales. Of course it is the
model they think we use in the USA. As a result they have an unemployment rate of 70-80% in this dis-
trict. I shared God’s plan to create wealth through work and small beginnings. Here are the two
scriptural references I used: 

“Then even if your beginnings were modest, your final days will be full of prosperity” (Job 8:7).

“Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin…” (Zechariah 4:10).

We concluded the seminar with personal testimonies of success and victory over poverty by start-
ing small with the talents (money and skills) God has given. We were able to provide funds for ten small
chicken projects and ten banana groves. George Wafula, KMTI director, writes about the seminar:

“The business people loved the way you taught in the seminar. Everyone I talked to on Sunday
assured me they will never despise small beginnings. The chief said it’s one big step toward
changing the community and empowering it economically for the glory of God. I also bought
the malaria medicine for the children in our church. Tell mama Dee that I gave out the pictures she
took with the ladies in the church. She is now famous in many homes.” —Pastor George Wafula

LAST WORD
You know the trip was long when it will not fit

into a newsletter. God protected our health and old
bones while driving over 40 hours and almost 3,500
kilometers. I will be mailing a special report on the
tremendous opportunity Chief Protus has opened
for us to work with him to lift his district out of
poverty. I was not able to cover our visit to Wycliffe’s
orphans and school in Bungoma, Kenya, but have
included a picture of them after opening the Christmas presents we sent. 

Thanks so much for your gifts and prayer support. It has made a large impact on many families
in Kenya and Uganda. —Bob and Dee Vande Brake

Charlie teaching in Mukono

Class President presenting gifts to us


