
KMTI DEGREE CLASSES A BLESSING! 
WOW! What a month of great encouragement as we completed the second

semester of our first degree classes. What a privilege to have my Pastor Gary Henley
and IOM director Michael McCarty (see pic
at top) teach great classes for the degree
students! Not only did they teach these
classes but spent a year writing and prepar-
ing to teach them. Needless to say we are so
grateful for the great sacrifice Gary made coming so far
in tough terrain to be a blessing to these students who
are so hungry for spiritual food. The follow-
ing is a letter from Mike McCarty about their
recent trip here.

A LETTER FROM MIKE MCCARTY…
Gary Henley and I made our first trips to Kenya in the 1990s. We have both returned

several times since then to the campus of Kenya Ministry Training Institute to enjoy the
wonderful hospitality of Larry Neese and his staff, while teaching and learning from the

always special group of students. On this trip, Gary Henley
(Director Emeritus of International Outreach Ministries)
and I came to introduce and teach two courses
being offered toward the newly initiated degree
level program. The fact that KMTI is now offer-
ing a degree level program is itself a testimony
to the faithfulness of God. 

As the Executive Director of IOM, I have the
privilege of meeting and serving some wonder-
ful servants of Jesus all over the world. Larry
Neese is a great example of such a servant. This

year marks fifteen years since Larry said yes to God, when Gary presented him with the opportu-
nity to move to Africa to take over the leadership of the then fledging new pastoral ministry train-
ing effort in Kitale, Kenya. Larry, who is now director of all IOM’s work in East Africa, took on the
task eagerly. As tools to begin this project, he had a sound biblical curriculum, a newly built cam-
pus, and few interested potential students. Some 1,500 graduates later, to say that he has done a
great job is the definition of understatement!

“Teach these great truths to trustworthy men who will, in

turn, pass them on to others” 2 Timothy 2:2 (Amplified).

Larry & Cheri Neese, Kenya
International Outreach Ministries
P.O. Box 2140, McComb, MS 39649
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Among the more prominent impressions of this trip for both
of us, was the way some things in Kenya have changed over the
years, even as many things have stayed the same. Kenyan roads
remain the same: full of deep potholes and low shoulders, and
overly crowded (especially to Western eyes) with people—carrying
too many things, on overloaded bicycles, motorcycles, cars, vans,
and trucks—all often moving entirely too fast. Kenyan village
markets remain the same: full of sights and smells that both entice
and revolt. The Kenyan countryside remains the same: stretches of
beautiful deserts interrupted by richly foliated landscapes full of
flowers, trees, and various animals. Yet, there is change. Since our first visits, a new road from the Kenyan cap-
ital of Nairobi has shortened the trip to KMTI by almost two hours! 

Unlike Kenya, things at KMTI have changed a lot in the last fifteen years—all for the good. On that first
visit, the campus was just an acre or so with three very basic buildings: a dorm, a bath house, and a small
teaching hall. Today’s campus is over three acres and includes a very nice residence, employee quarters, a
short-term mission team bunkhouse, a fruitful garden, and the recent addition of the 4,000 sq. ft. LeRoy Curtis
Teaching Hall. To the first graduating class of 37 has been added an additional fifteen hundred plus men—
and now women—equipped to deliver the Word and grace of God to thousands of Christ followers in Africa’s
heartland. In fact, though the school has never taught a class on church planting, KMTI graduates have started
more than 700 churches. The year 2012 marked the offering of a third-year degree level program to the bright-
est and best of the KMTI diploma graduates. Gary and I are here in Kitale now to teach two of the new
courses being offered for the degree program: Religions of the World and Basic Kingdom Economics.

A sign mounted over the blackboard in the primary classroom declares one of the primary goals of KMTI:
to teach its students that life is about Learning to live in the Kingdom Now. The teaching staff and students
have adopted the idea of that sign as almost a de facto school motto. Embracing that idea that all of life is to
be lived under the Lordship of Christ is big. Endeavoring to produce men and women ready to embrace that
challenge is big as well—but not too big for the team that serves KMTI. Larry Neese and the KMTI staff believe
that their efforts to this end are worthy, and every time we come to Kenya we are convinced they have it right.
And we are proud and honored to support their efforts.  —Mike McCarty and Gary Henley

KALENJIN PEOPLE

We try to introduce to you some of the forty different peo-
ple groups that live in Kenya and attend KMTI as students.

This month I wanted to share the photos (at the left above
and directly right) along with some explanation how these
different people live and some of the issues we necessarily
must deal with. The Kalenjin people are the fourth largest
of the forty different people groups. The Kipsigis are the
largest of the seven sub-tribes and still hold to many of their tribal traditions from the past. They are
known from old as fearless fighters who along with the second largest of the Kalenjin people—the Nandi
people—took on the British at the turn of the century. The Kipsigis people have many traditions that con-
tinue even today as do many other tribes.

LAST WORD FROM LARRY...
I don’t think I have anything to add except that we the team at KMTI must tell you without your

kind heart and faithfulness this just would have never come to pass. You are such a blessing to us, keep-
ing us on the field training disciples of the nations!

Peace and blessings,    Larry
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International Outreach Ministries
P.O. Box 2140, McComb MS 39649
E-mail: IOM@POBox.com
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TO CONTACT LARRY:
Kenya Ministry Training Institute

PO Box 1647
Kitale, Kenya, East Africa 30200

Tel: 011-254-733-83-4437
Cell: 011-254-733-83-4427

US Cell: 772-643-5471
larryneesekenya@gmail.com

website: kmti.org
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